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REVELATIONS THAT

STARTLE THE PEOPLE

ROGER WILLIAMS TRANSFERRED

' $4,999 Unacconnted For Dr. L. Harding

fSeveral months ago I, as a Baptist,
called the attention of the Negro
Baptists of Tennessee to the status
of Roger Williams University. Hav-

ing no friends to favor, or enemies
to punish, but as president of the
Missionary Baptist State Convention
of Tennessee, while our
educational institutions preparatory
to the recommendations, I desired to
(make at the annual 'session, I dls- -

Oj covered that the Negro Baptists did
not own Roger Williams University,
and wrote under the caption, "Who.
Owns Roger Williams? The Rumpers
May Not, but the Mis--

. sionary and Educational Convention
Does Not and Cannot," And now

"with the elaborate and exhaustive
document before me, the names
of the following members of the
Trustee Board of Roger Williams at-

tached:
Wm. Haynes, G. H. Bandy, Peter

Vertrees, A. D. Hurt, A. O. Kenney,
H. M. Green, A. M. Townsend, P. J.
Carr, Rufus W. Weaver, Wl T. High-fewer- ,-

E. M. Lawrence, D. A. Town-sen-

A. B. Hill.
I confess that the revelations

therein are startling, therefore I am
firmer in my belief and stronger In
my contention that the Negro . Bap-

tists of Tennessee do not; own the
institution, and the trustees not be-

ing ignorant are guilty of gross neg-le-

and Jugglery.
In my article of January 12, 1917,

V I treated the matter as a "blunder"
by pointing out a few "legal

On January 29, 1917, 1

wrote in the same suggestive mood
without making any charge against
any one. If blunders were all we
were to discuss now, this article
would give me a bit of Joy, but the

'irustees in their laborious reply have
, made statements that have startled

the most and will
their most ardent admirers

and humiliate their friends.
Dear Rev. Haynes would have the

people think that he was placed on
the sacrificial altar when he was

financial agent to collect
$5,000, out of which he was entitled,
to from 10 to 20 per cent commis-
sion, beside a nice commission for

" making the sale for Mr. J. O. Kirk-patric- k

and Son. Did he get any- -

. thing? He can speak for himself.
Notice the .trustees say:

We. are prepared fo prove that
T ; Roger Williams has, from the begin- -

ring of the new institution, and now
does belong to the Baptists of Ten-
nessee.

W!e will show that this provision
, was made from the start.

The' above statement is lame for
the want of facts to support it, for
1 will show , later that the onl
genuine attempt to make It appear
that the" property belonged to the
Negro Baptists was made eight years
and five months after the property
was purchased by the Home Mission
Society of New York, and sixty days
after my article of January 12, 1917,
and yet that attempt -- falls through
negligence and a lack of sincerity.
They say

Third there was no necessity for
a change of charter nor to make an
amendment thereto since the Trustees
under this charter transferred all their
rights and so fin to a Board of

.. Trustees elected by the Missionary
and. Educational Convention of Ten-
nessee, which we show later.

Pure deception. They could not
aad cannot transfer- - their corporate
rights to an . unincorporated body.
Here is the plain law and it is la
their chanter and they know it:
LAWL The members may at any
time voluntarily dissolve the corpora--
tlon by a conveyance of its assets
and property to any other corpora-
tion holding a charter from, the state
for the purposes not of individual
profit, - first, providing for corporate
debts."

Te trustees know they did not
lf wive Roger Williams at- - the be

- gUnlng or in the year tt 1907. Whv
TOOL THE PEOPLE? The fol-

lowing is what the trustees would
have us believe to he a transfer made

; v October 20, 1907:-

Secretary of State. '
)

The following Is the action of the
Trustee 'Board in the transfer to the
new Board as found in the minutes of
meeting held at the, rooms of the
Southern Baptist Sunday School

- Board, Nashville, Tennessee, October
-

. 26, 1907.
'Motion of A. B. Hill, that the fol

lowing persons selected by the Exe
cutlve Board of the Baptist Mission
ary Educational Convention of
Tennessee be elected to fill the place
of the present board to take effect

( "when action is approved by the
- Corresponding Secretary of the Amer

"We hold these truth to be
all men are created

equal; that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable

rights; that among these, are life,
a- - liberty and the pursuit of happiness."
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ican Baptist Home Mission Society
Class 1 retiring In 1910: Wtm. Haynes,
E. M. Lawrence, E. W. D. Isaac, C. H,
Clark, J. L. Harding. Class 2: retir
ing in 1909: A. M. Townsend, G. H.
Bandy, G. B. Taylor, W. S. Ellllngton
J. R. Evans. Class 3: retiring in
1908, Peter Vertrees.

It must be noted that Mr. A. B.
Hill is still a member of the Trustt
Board of Roger Williams University
and has been continuously. This
show that all the rights of the Trustee
Board under the American Baptist
Home Mission Society was transferred
to the Trustee Board elected by the
Missionary and Educational Conven-
tion of Tennessee.

It will also be noted with interest
that in this transfer there were C. H.
Clark, J. L. Harding, and G. B. Taylor.
It follows therefore that whatever of
ignorance was in display, whatever
of fraud was in purpose, whatever of
legal blunder was made, that these ab
well were "particeps Criminis," if
there were any. '

I plead guilty to the honor of be-
ing elected by the convention as one
of the Educational Trustees in hep
relation to Roger Williams, but I am
authorized to say that Dr. C. H.
Clark and Rev. G. B. Taylor were
cot at the meeting and knew nothing
of it. We may have been "IN THE
TRANSFER," but we . were not in
the meeting. Nil "particeps crimi-
nis" I object to being transferred
to Roger Williams by the Home
Mission Society.

The law says: yTIhe trustees shall
elect their own members," then why
make the Home Mission Society the
referee in the matter? The trustees
say ....

Now as to the .deeds. It is a fact
that the property on which Roger Wil-
liams University now stands was at
first deeded to the American Baptist
Home Mission Society, the considera
tion being $10,000.

A deed da an acknowledgement of
ownership protected by the laws of
the county and state. Thus they
now admit that the property be
longs to the American Baptist Home
Mission Society.

The Home Mission' Society
then in fee simple transferred the
property to Roger Wfllllams University
as an entity, for a consideration of
one dollar, thus divorcing itself from
the institution save as provided in
the deed for its protection as its in
terest may appear in case of dissolu
tion. Under no other condition did
we expect, could we expect, or do we
now expect the Home Mission Society
to put out . the money placed into
their hands as Trustees.

To transfer in fee simple means
absolute ownership without any con-
dition attached. This was not done,
and WHY POOL THE PEOPLE?

TO HAVE AND TO- - HOLD said
property to said Roger Williams Uni-
versity and its successors and assigns,
forever. This conveyance Jiowever, is
subject to the following conditions:

,(1J Said property shall never be
mortagaged except with the consent
of the American Baptist Home Mis-
sion Society. (2) In the event said pro-
perty shall cease to he used for the
purpose of Negro education under the
auspices and control of the Baptist
Missionary- - and Educational Conven-
tion of Tennessee, then in that event
an interest In said property shall re-

vert to The American Baptist Homt
Mission Society, which interest shall
be in the same proportion to the
whole property as the total amount
that shall have been paid at such time
by The American Baptist Home Mis-

sion Society for the purchase and im-
provement of said property, shall bear
to the total sum whtth shall at that
date have been expended for the pur-
chase and Improvement of said pro-
perty from all sources.

Now note condition 2 provides for
the Home Mission Society - to get
lack iits money if it takes all, In
case the school is closed, "from all
saurces," this means that if $100,000
have been spent on improvements, etc.,
and the creditors or fire should force

sale of the property, like it did the
old site, if (be Home Mission Socie-
ty has spent $25,000 and the sale
only netg $25000, the American Ban-Ms- t

Home Mission Society will get
It all. Where is our 6,000? Nothing
saj-- f yet.. The trustees say:

The Convention's interest has been
provided for in s that were
agreed upon and adopted by both
the Board of Trustees and the Con-
vention, .

Property interests cannot well be
protected by bv-la- which may be
changed at wllL Organic laws are
the only safeguard around property.
WHY FOOL THE PEOPLE?

NOW Therefore, in consideration
of One ($1.00) Dollar, and of the

premises aforesaid, and in con-

sideration of the further promises of
said Baptist Missionary and Edu-

cational Convention to aid annually
and regularly Roger Williams Uni-

versity, in conducting, supporting ana
maintaining an institution of learning
for Negroes upon the property herein
described, and by authority or a
resolution of Its Board of Trustees or
Directors the said Roger Williams
University, has bargained and sold
and does hereby transfer and convey
unto the Baptist Missionary and Edu
cational Convention of Tennessee a

corporation, certain real estate situ- -

uated in Davidson County,

If they mean to protect our inter
est by this conveyance, why not say
in consideration of $5,000 paid, et7
That would have been better, to say
the least. Who has our $5,000? Al
though the Revs. Wm. Haynes, E. M.
LawTence, A. D. Hurt. Dr. Townsend
and others on the 30 day of last May,
1916. chartered ' them a convention
for the purpose of getting control of
our $5,000 and on the 17th day of
March, 1917, the tmstees of Roger
Willlnms wrote their immortal con-

veyance to this new corporation,
"The Tennessee Baptist Missionary
and Educational Conventlou," which
represents a small faction of the
Baptists in the state; and this fake
conveyance was filed for record on
the third day of this month (April)
1917, why not tell the people when
It was done, since it is the truth,
It has taken these trusfees eight
jed'-- s to attempt to do what they
said and even say now was at firs-- ,

done.
We will now have to wait a period

for them to undo THEMSELVES. So
the Negro Baptists can ask the
Home Mission Society to do what ii
should do in this matter to protect
our interest, as they are th9 only
ones who can.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said
property to Bald Baptist Missionary
and Educational Convention of Ten-
nessee, a corporation, its successors
and assigns, subject to the rights of

the American Baptist Home Mission
Society as set forth in a deed of con-

veyance from the American Baptist
Home Mission Society to Roger Wil-

liams University bearing date March
4, 1908, and recorded in Book No.
362, Page 219 of the Register's office
of Davidson County Tennessee,
which deed is here referred to and
made a part hereof.

The trustees have not conveyed
anything. A In order to be lu anv
sense legal, the Home Mission Socie
ty of New Yorilc must join in the
conveyance (not this illbegotten one
that won't hold water whiich they
have made). . -

B The acceptance of the one ($1)
dollar is fictitious, for it is the only
certified receipt that we have any
record of as .to what went with our
$5,000. Where is the $1,999 that we
intrusted to Brother Haynes? The
Home Mission Society says in their
deed of trust that we paid it but
failed to say to whom we paid the
money. Certainly not to Mr. J. O.
Kirkpntniek and Son, for their deed
to the Society failed to mention us.

h C The conveyancecarries with it
all the restraining rights and powers
of the Home Mission Society set out
in their conveyance to Roger Wil-lium-

D In one paragraph they convey
what they do not own, anil in the
next paragraph they take back what
thev tried to convey.

ThlB conveyance is also subject to

property

gro education under auspices follows
control of

nessee.
Roger Williams never

than occupancy the
ground to the

Baptist Home Mission Society.
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MANY CUPS TO AWARDED

April 22nd and 28th Date- s-
Committee on Awards

Clean-n- p Campaign-Conditio- ns

of Contest
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... NATIONAL NEOWHUUH WEEK''. '
" V- - AWIt 19t7 Ik, ,

Tuskegee Institute, itov ApffniC.
The announcement of '"contest

for the best clean-u- p work the
National Negro Health Week which
is to be observed Apri 22-2-

elicited most uomments
from white colored people in all
sections of South. Letters from
various committees organized to con-

duct C'.ean Up Cainpa'gns indicate
the interest h.

for better health is unsurpassed by

uiuuicu- -
the

T'iZ Xr" the Na- -
Chancellors office

Institute in coherence with Ur
Robert R. Moton, Principal, Em-me- tt

Scott, Secretary, it has
been agreed that the communitee
planning to report their clean up ac-

tivities for consideration in connec-
tion with the Silver offered
the National CTean Paint Up
Bureau, must make their reports

mail them not later than Sat-

urday, May 12th, This a.low
two weeks aSter the close of the
Health Week for the reports be
compiled forwarded to Tuskegee

it is worth while to bear on mind
three important conditions regarding
the contest. First, the reports
should not exceed 700 words. Sec--

the renorts should all be
the further condition that the above written. Third, the reports should
described shall be occupied, maiied to the Secretary Nation,

held by Roger Williams Univer- -
Ne?10 Business League, Tuskegee In-slt-

free of rent, bo long as at uses stitute, committee of
said for the ofproperty purposes a8 se.ected are announced as

the and
said

by

, .

.
o 1 t

-
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cuaoieu citizens nomes
Week.

Dr. Robert E. Jones, Editor South-
western Christian Advocate, New
Orleans, Louisiana.

Dr. A. M. Curtis, Physician and
Surgeon, Former Surgom-iri-Chie-

Freedmen's Hospital, Washington, D.

ror. We the virtue that is Hon. J. C Napier, President,
into vice; but viceiticnal Negro Business League, Nash-th-

effects a virtue becomes the'vinei Tenn.
more detestable." Dr. Robert R. Moton, Principal,

This conveyance is not Intended tOjTUsitegee Normal and Industrial In-an- d

shall not have the effect of, in stitute, Alabama.
disturbing

the rights of the American Baptist this institution have not been able to
Mission Society as declared and buy automobiles or to build- houses

set forth in its deed to Roper Win since have been there, rather
Hams University hereinbefore re-- they are poorer so far as the worlds
ferred to. goods are concerned.

E The, above being true you can The above cannot refer to ,tho
see that the conveyance is not in-- teacihe-s- . for they are not a party to
fended to convev anything but is in-- ! thtis discussion and jugglery. Then li
tended to FOOL THE must have reference to the sacrificing
"Even the world that despises slm- - trustees. Surely "The wicked flee
plicity does not profess to approve when no man him." Dr. G,

duplicity." Even the Home h. Bandy, President Townsend, Dr.
Mission Society had Joined in this w. s. Ellington, A. B. Hill, Bro. Carr.
bottomless conveyance, Negro jyr Townsend own nice
Baptists will have nothing for their, which they have purchased since
$5,000. - i he'ng trustees, and I proud of It.

Now, gentlemen, why didn't the r6V. E. M. Lawrence, Rev. Wm.
trustees tell the . people that they Haynes and other trustees have pur-mad- e

this conveyance on the 17'.h chaseo valuable property since' the
day of March, 1917, filed It for tnn'ng of new Roger Williams,
record on the 3rd dav of April, commend them for but why
instead of on the 2C1h of October, deny the fact's? It is no disgrace to

If the Baptists owned the have purchased either or both.
property at. first whv did you make confess I am dumbfounded and using
this conveyance this month,? the language of Shakespeare, 1 cry :

If our "friends" iwlll attend to their .'Oh, that deceit should dwell in such
side of the street, thinn they wil' a gorgeous palace." I cannot believe
have Is much as they can look after, ;my own eres wnen j tee the names
and in conclusion, we hope these fewjr.f pev. Wm. Haynes (honest Wil- -

lines will find you 'well. liam). Dr. G. H. Bandv. tho
should we.be told to attend ble Peter Vertrees. U. Hurt. A. O.

to our side of the street? are we H. Green. President A.
a part the Bauptists who raised , m. Townsend, .7. Carr, who bring
the $5,000, and w ill honest brethren and ithlngs to pass. Dr.
be jmgrateful to a friend who points Rufus W. W, T. Hightower.
out to tnem a gross error in tneir wev. E. M. Lawrence. Father Dr. D.
business transactions, --and at . the A. Townsend and A. B. Hill
same time admit theoir errors try. Signed to that startling document,
ing to correct it and cover up the Can it be that they' read it before
dates? 'rnev are not tnanKrui nut they s'gned their names? .

they are welcome.
I am again, brtthren:

It like all other Negro Institutions

during

favorable

movement

Cups

Institute.

venera- -

Why

weat good

Thank you, gentlemen, am very
well In body, but not so well In
mind. Good day. Will, you

Is institution. There are again unless I hear from you soon,
no profits. Those who have sacrl-- l For all the Negro Baptists,
flced and sacrificing to build up . J. L. HARDING.

Mr. Human K. Perry. President
Standard Life Insurance Company,!
Allanta, Ua.

Mr. C. C. SpauUling, North Caro-
lina Mutual and Provident Associ-
ation, Durham, North Carolina.

Mr. M. N. Work, Editor, Negro
Year Book, Tuskegee Institute, Ala-

bama.
D. W. Byrd. President Nation-

al Medical Association, Norfolk, Vir-

ginia.
Mrs. Mary B. Talbevt, President

National Federation of Colored Wom-
en's Clubs, Buffalo, New York.

Miiss Nannie H. Burroughs, Princi-
pal National Training School for
W omen and Girls, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Eugene Knlckle Jones, Eecu-tiv- e

Secretary, National League on
Urban Condition Among Negroes,
New York City.

Dr. A, Wilberforce Williams, Phy-
sician and Surgeon, Editor
Chicago Defender, Chicago, Illinois.

According to present plan, the
aliove committee will meet, canvass
the various reports, and make pre-
sentation of awards at the forthcom-
ing meeting of the National Negro
Business League to be held in
Chattnnooga, Tennessee, August 15,
16 and 17, 1!17.

INFLUX OF NEGROES NOTED

IN NEW YORK.
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THE FINAL PREPARATIONS
FOR BIG PYTHIAN RALLY
AT AUDITORIUM SUNDAY,

APRIL 29TH.

The final preparations are being
made for the "Great Pythian Rally"
at til a T? 'm an n Hrri n Onn1n .
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MRS. ANNIE E. SCOTT DEAD.

'Death has again visited the Doxey
family. This time taking the third
oldest daughter of the late Mr. anil
Mrs. Lewis Doxey. Mrs. Scott died
.Mlouday, April 3, 1917 at a local In-

firmary. It has only been four months
since the oldest sister, MYs. Frances
Doxey McGavock passed away.

Mrs. Scott was a Christian charac-
ter of the highest type doing much
work everywhere she lived, having
been the wife of a minister. Near
three yirs ago she was stricken with
para.ysis which very much Impaired
her mind. She was a very ambitious
intelligent owman and always took
delight in any kind of Christian work.
Only two brothers and two sisters of
a family of eleven children survive.
Mt. Henry Doxey of Terro Halite,
Ind., Col. F. B. Doxey of Henderson,
Ky., Miss Alice L. Doxey and Mrs.
Irene Doxey Robinson of Nashville,
Tenn.

Prayers were held in the Chapel of
Taylor and Co., Tuesday, April 3, at
3 p. m., by Rev. O. L. Jackson and
Elder Preston Taylor. Interment in
the City Cemetery. Private. Taylor
and Co. in charge.


